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To those who came before:
What you began will not be undone.

Today, we embark on a
Second Century of Service.

To those who come after:
Continue the pursuit.
A worthy ideal is always a bit beyond grasp.

greater mrnneapolrsreeuncrl of churches
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: We fett like kids going through our parents"attic. Amazed, proud, and sometimes a bit stunned at what we' found. ‘

; The daunting task of unravehng the hrstory of the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches (GMCC) began two years ago.-
g Where did we come from2 Who came before us2 What would they think of us today?

s For months now we have been Iookrng back at musty archives, searching through stacks of papers, and uncovering

" forgotten memories. Each dust-covered box hid treasures of old newspaper dlippings, faded photos featuring the fashions
~ and attitudes of the day, and personal notes of founders long ago. Quickly, we became very proud of where we came
_from. And just as quickly, that pride turned into a greater sense of responsibility. We couldn’t help but wonder if those who
o ;_c‘ame before us would take pride in what GMCC is today. We hope so.

©oitis customary to approach one’s history with reverent thought. Sometimes we did that. And other times we looked back
" with laughter and amazement at how little things had changed in 100 years. Obviously, GMCC is a long way from its

- Sunday school roots, but the original founders’ social justice values survived and became the core from which we evolved.
“ No small feat, considering the turbulent times of the past century: Prohibition, the Great Depression, world wars, television,
i McCarthyism, the Civil Rights Movement, the changing American family, decfining church participation, and skyrocketing
“'j;;"_dr'UQ addiction and crime rates.

) \X/hrle GMCC has had many successes there have been a few times in our history we would have liked to have had a

- - 'do over’ Some missteps were comrcal such as when we celebrated our 60th anniversary in 1991, unaware that our
hlstory was incomplete and we were actually 86 at the time. Some were simply sad. A few of our early social justice

.« “efforts featured a paternahstrc ‘whites-know-best' attitude toward people of color Thankfully, we are quick learners. Many -
‘organlzatrons fail because they refuse to evolve and learn from their mrstakes GMCC is not one of those organrzatrons

Ultrmatety, our hrstory has left us struck by the forward thinking of those who came before us. For instance, we didn’t wait
" untit the 1960s to tackle the issue of racial equality. We dealt with it in 1924. And, we didn’t wait until the 1970stotalk ~ .. . -
-~ about overcrowded pnsons wasted lives, and the revolving-door of Juvenrles in jail. \X/e started that conversation in 1925.‘* BT

1 Not bad R A | | L

'[:fffj_,Thrs centennral book is more than an album of memories. It traces our past tres in our present and Iooks forward to our
next century of servrce toa communrty whom we are most thankful and oroud to serve

: ‘vi-,‘DorothyJ Bridges - ’ , s S ' . - - ; 7 " Qev Gary B. Qererson
~ Chair, Board of Directors RN R o L0t President

Mary Cederberg e - : f,ff‘Bar ara Koch - EEEE
Charr Centennral Commrttee o © . Chair,’ Second Century of Servrce CamDalgn s T




" tered for training.

L - Sunday School lesson of today will be the moral

Beginning

At first glance, our beginning in 1905 as a training ground for Sunday school teachers may seem disconnected from
what the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches (GMCC) does today. But it was those teachers and their concern for
Twin Cities families that laid the groundwork for who we would become.

" Sunday Sehool

‘Back then, Sunday school was considered paramount if children were to become compassionate, responsible, and moral
* ditizens. Sunday school melded God, family, and community into one. It was thought to be the best medicine to prevent

~ social ifls — and state and local governments not only agreed, they promoted it. In 1905, the line separating church and
state was blurred, and would be for the next several decades.

1905 marks the first known mention of GMCC's
original predecessor: the Hennepin County Sunday
School Association. The organization began meeting
in May 1905 and in August it announced: “The
organization of Minneapolis for more efficient
Sunday School work has now been accomplished.
Hennepin County has been divided into 22 districts.”
At its first meeting, 200 would-be teachers regis-

The association took its job very seriously and even
advertised. A 1914 ad in the Minneapolis Tribune
touted Sunday school as “The Ounce of Prevention”
and quoted then U.S. President Woodrow Wilson:

“Right moral standards wrought into character are
better than reform laws placed upon the statute
books . . . . President Wilson said recently that ‘the

~ code of tomorrow.’ So vital an institution deserves

* the support of every thinking citizen — every man,

- woman and child needs its help. The churches
listed below are paying for this annOuncemeht in

" order that you may feel that you have a. personal -
“invitation ... CULE s

Their efforts worked. A 1915 news story trumpeted Hennepin County Sunday school enroliment at 64,191 students. “The

- Sunday schools are the greatest feeder for the new members taken into the churches,” the article declared. 2,635 pupils
“have joined the churches of which their schools are a part, during the last year. Fully 85 percent of the new members of
the churches in Minneapolis came from the Sunday schools. There were ?1,1267temp’efahce pledges [a pledge to abstain
from alcohol] signed by the pupils last year. The report shows there are 241 Protestant Sunday schools in Hennepin
‘County, 25 Catholic, and 5 Christian Science.” T ST ,
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Having gotten their feet wet with Sunday school teachers, our founders decided in 1921 it was time to-branch out. In a
bold move, the Hennepin County Sunday School Association decided it was time to bring religion to the public schools.

It began weekday religion classes for public school students in Minneapolis and surrounding suburbs. Children with
"parental permission were excused from their public school lessons for one hour each week. The religion classes were
nondenominational and taught at nearby churches. They were wildly popular; public schools competed for the chance to
offer the classes. And, if there was ever any doubt about their legality, in April 1923 the Minnesota Legislature passed the
Weekday Religious Instruction S . ST
Bill, fully endorsing the merger
of public school and religion
classes. By 1945, there were ~ They Direct Religious Training of 4,000 Pupils
6,000 students in 4th, Sth, and
6th grade taking part in the
- classes.

Since its educational reach was
no longer limited to Sunday
school, in 1924 the Hennepin
County Sunday School
Association changed its name
to the Minneapolis Coundil on . a , :
Religious Education. Around : - e Ster ot
“this time, the Minneapolis : teacters

Coundil of Churches formed as
" a trade association of churches .~ -

" to help local congregations -

~ become more involved in the community. Seeing an ideal partnership, the two dr‘gahizations me_rged in 1927 and became

s the Minneapolis Church Federation. In 1951, the name changed to the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches (GMCQ).

~ The culture of the Minneapolis Church Federation was an interesting mix of Vevang'elis‘tic:'eﬁorts to recruit the “unchurched”
- and liberal social justice causes. By far, its focus = and the largest percentage of its budget — was public school religion
classes. But by the late 1060s that would change and a shift to social justice causes would take hold. In February 1968,

- the religious instruction ended afterk'community‘yand church interest waned and U.S. Supreme Court decisions"émphasized
the separation between church and state. o :

we ave adopling in comboting delinquency and in giving lo many wnjorbunale
youngatew i own city the opportunity to soww religious ducation that they

"""I;‘IinngSota State Supreme Court JUStifé‘Ll"l'tkhél';wk-"Yfr?‘“i"Qdah‘l in1931.
. He later became governor of Minnesota. - -




Intheir own words:
The impact classes had on Studeﬁts e

— Taken ’
from & 1938 Minneapolis Journal article
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Back in the day, our predecess’ors made it their business to seat the “unchurched” in a pew.

~In the 19305719505, the Minneapolis Church Federation actually had a Department of Evangelism whose job it was to “win
souls to Christ.” The department ran church loyalty crusades to increase church attendance, openly used the public school

- weekday religion classes to recruit new families to churches, and even produced weekly radio and television broadcasts

~such as “Your Clergyman '
Comes Calling” to spread

 the Christian message.

“Over half of our City's
population seems to be
unaffiliated - with any
organized religious
institution. Church
Federation should
mobilize the Churches to
reach the unchurched,”
proclaimed the 1935
annual report.

In addition to recruiting
church-goers, in the 1930s
-+ we became involved with v
- the lLegion of Decency to v ‘ , .
 boycott “undesirable B On 1951, the federation produced seven weehby nadio- buoadcasts
-~ motion pictures” and lobby . & ae well aa o biweehly television show to necrnit the unchurched.
the legislature on moral
issues. It continued through
the 1960s when parents
.~ were encouraged to use a TR
- service called Dial-a-Movie to check whether a‘_,‘r:riovie was appropriate.

Also during this era, a Department of Comity counseled -
denominations about where to and where not to locate
churches in Minneapolis. Department staff acted as
- 'mediators, helping to solve arguments between
_competing churches and denominations. “The aim
, - always is to promote a good feeling among the
 various sectarian groups and to prevent the
-over-churching of Minneapolis communities,”
‘explained the federation’s 1936 annual report.

Smmmmmmamma 1053
_EVANGELISM

Another important item carried on by the Evangelism
Department is the sending of names of newcomers to the
nearest church of their denomination. Again this year the
unchurched young people in the Weekday Religious Educa-
tion program .of the Council have had their names and
addresses sent to participating pastors, so that an effort may
be made to win them and their parents to Christ.




Church planning and location help is being given coopera-
tively to all churches. New growth and population moves
will be even more closely studied with the addition of pro-
fessional research talent.

1961
L s 2.
e

WHEN THE MINNEAPOLIS Church Federation sponsored a “church loyalty
crusade,” they succeeded in bringing crowds like this to scores of city churches. The

Holy Trinity Lutheran congregation is shown above. Attendance increases were main- 1955
tained by all participating churches in the campaign.




No where was our founders penchant for socral justice more evrdent than m the frght for racrat equahty They battled
rntoterance before the Crvrl nghts Movement ever began ' :

—As early as 1924 we had created a commrttee to “gather acts regardmg the relrgrous socral and mdustnal condltron of
~ colored people.” In 1927, meetmg minutes reveal a strategy to target. the press “Mr, lQusselI and Mr. Carter were asked to
" give some thought and study to the polrcy of the local press in reportmg news about colored people W|th the rdea that

B : clrpprngs should be made of all |tems concernrng Negroes to see whether any rnjustrce rs done

~tion, and shall not discontinue- tradrng

: representatrve (Rev. Robert Hudnut) to march wrthklng n hrs frnal leg to Alaba a s Caprtol |n Montgomery

in 1935, the then Mrnneapolrs Church
" Federation sponsored its first “Race
Relations Day” and asked churches to
offer a “Christian solution” to the race
relations problem. -

WESTERN UNION
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THE DEATH nF YnUR TE LOVED HUSBAND, AND PRAY THAT o
in 1947, the federatron took n‘s message

“straight to everyday citizens witha =
petition to stop job drscnmmatron The

petition read: "Democracy calls for o
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glad to be SCI’VEd by quallfymg sales _ _SFRVED BUT TO SERVE, AND TO GIVE HiS LIFE AS A A LiGRy
persons or other employees of any- V/ 380

" race, creed, or color without drscnmma-
thia telegram wpon the death of Dr. Mortin MWU
King, . 1068

. with ‘any store because it employs
them

In 1954 the Greater Mrnneapolrs
Coundil of Churches worked with
the aneapohs Mayor’s Offlce to
~promote the dity's "Declaratron of Farr ‘ S B ' R :

-~ Play,” rallyrng nerghbors to take the followrng pledge “l wrll do what l can to see that no famrly lS denred a home in my
erghborhood becauseof race,;. rehgron nati ‘nal ongrn ~ . , .

In 1%3 GMCC sent a delegatron to march with D Martrn LutherKrng, Jr n,\X/ashrngton D C and rn 1%5 rt sent a




for the hard looks of the
. whlte people

e “The feeling among'the

o :*"Negroes is one of joy, -
“:-'laughter and fnendlmess
~“Hudnut sald “They re:
“always reactmg to threats

_'with a’smile or'a wave of

. the hand. The children
.sing’ freedom songs.’:
The reactxon of the whlte
- people is ]USt the oppo-
B sxte - hatred - and fear

T

,Also in 1%5 _ the GMCC
-board of dlreﬂ ors;sent. .

. ohnson a’ clear conc:se
dlrectlve regardmg the'
fight for black votlng :
rights in the South: "\X/e :
-urge the Presndent to -

nitiate federal lnterventlon"
,ln the: dlsqmetmg Sltuatlon:

Selm ‘ Alabama

' recelved no thteats except .

“then UL S Pres| lent Lyndon L

3regard|ng votmg nghts fo s

.. ence (Dr. King's movement).”

At least 150 Negroes in
Selma, Ala., have lost their
jobs since the Rev. Dr. Mar-
tinn Luther
King Jr. began e
his voter reg- ;
istration drive
there, a subur-
ban Minne-
apolis clergy-
man said

Wednesday. -
The minis- ‘ .

ter, the Rev.

Robert  Hud- Mr. Hudnut

nut, said the figure is a “con-
servative estimate” among
Selma’s\ Negroes. \

Mr. Hudnut, pastor of St.
Luke’s Presbyterian Chyrch,
Minnetonka, arrived in Sel-
ma Tuesday to represent the
Greater Minneapolis Council
of Churches in today’s final
leg of the march to the Ala-
bama’s Capitol in Montgom-
ery.

He said he spent Tuesday
night with five other civil
rights workers at the home
of a Negro couple and their
10 children.

“The husband has been out
of work for two months be-
cause he participated in a
demonstration,” Mr. Hudnut
said. “The family has been
living ‘on money from civil
rights workers paying for
room and board, plus a small
amount from the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-

)

“The woman could work
only as a domestic,” Mr. Hud-
nut added. “She said, ‘Most
women down here work for
$10 a week."”

He said the woman told
;him- that her last child was
'. m three’ months premature
jIN"1962 ‘in" a- white hospital
land that a doctor told her,
“We don't have any incuba-
tor for a nigger baby.”

éhe said the child was sent
to a Negro hospital and was
dead within hours.

Mr. Hudnut said he also
talked with a Negro nurse
who said she 'lost her job
when the proprietor of the
nursing home where she
worked saw her standing in a
voter registration line,

He said she told him that
the 41 other Negro employes
at the nursing home quit aft-
er the proprietor called her
into his office, fired her and
then slashed at her with a
cattle prod.

He also said he was told of
whites being arrested by po-
lice and then being released a
short distance away and of
Negroes being slapped for
fatlmg to address whites as

“sir.

Mr. Hudnut, chairman of
the Department of Christian
Social Relations for the Coun-
cil of Churches, said he had
received no threats “except
for the hard looks of the
white people.”

' ESTIMATE BY TONKA PASTOR gt S P74

150 Have Lost Jobs in Selma

“The feeling amon g the
Negroes is one of ]oy laugh-
ter and friendliness,” he said.
“They’re always reacting to
threats with a smile or a
wave of the hand. The chil-
dren sing ‘freedom. songs.’

“The reaction of the white
people is just the opposite—
hatred—and fear, perhaps.”

1968

Marchy 1965
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' blacks and two whites were appointed to administer it.

- The dlfterence between segregation in the South and segregatron in the North was the srgnage Although the North
didn’t ptaster “Whites-Only’ signs above drinking fountains or paint the words “No Coloreds" in restaurant wrndows it

-~ was indeed segregated In the 1960s, the Greater Minneapolis Councrl of Churches (GMCC) was begrnnmg to come to
- grips with that fact. It decrded to push for racial justice in the one area: rt could make a dlfference - churches L

“Perhaps the greatest challenge for the Council during
1968 was the tension and social unrest arising from the
assassrnatron of Dr. Martin Luther King,” wrote James
. Holloway, GMCC board president, in the 19068 annual
report. “Riots and burnings characterized inner-city
areas across the country. Many people of suburbia felt a
sense of shame and were filled with regret. Sensing an
opportunity to lead the people of Minneapolis in taking
some action in response to the assassination, the Coundil
initiated a special fund to aid oredommantly black
churches in the Inner City of Mrnneapolrs

| That month, half the Holy Week offerings were designated
to the new Negro Church Fund, and a committee of eight

~ . The 1968 GMCC annual report accounts for the money. 5 P
S0 far $7,105. 96 has been recerved from congregatrons Officers of Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church.
" groups, and various offerings; and $3 036 32 hasbeen -

i granted to five needy congregations | for. roof repairs, . Thrvoughout the 1970w, the 7legro-
insurance, toilet installation, and borler replacement.in © @l Church Fund helped  dogena of
: ddition, many white congregatrons have developed WWW chonchen.

_personal relationships with black’ congregatrons g The 1971
*fund would continue through the 19705

Also in: 1%8 the federal Kerner Commrssron was appornted to get a handle on why the racral clrmate rnthe US was’ RETET
= sprralmg out of control. Ultimately, the commrssron warned that the Unrted States was movmg toward two: 'SC 'etres one R
~ blac one white — separate and unequal ’ lt charged whrtes wrth racrsm and brought to lrght the d';proport e




Staff Photo by Bruce Bisping

The Rev. Gary Anderson of All Sain

AM.E. (African Meth

) Church'in Minneapoli

Tackling religious segregation
Project pairs black, white churches to work on common issues

By Martha Sawyer Allen
Staff Writer

Slowly, cautiously, about a dozen
Twin Cities churches are trying to
break down the most segregated
hour left in America — the Sunday
morning service.

fore than halfl of the nation’s
hristian congregations don'l in-

clude a member of another race,

. With Christianity’s central teaching

of brotherly love, Christians of all
races say it's painful to admit that
their churches are segregated.

*Churches often mirror society, and
racism is still a part of the structures
of society,” said the Rev. Tyrone
Pitts of Washington, D.C. He is
general secretary of the 2 million-

member Progressive National Bap-
usp Convention Inc., the sccond-
largest black Baptist denomination
in the country. Previously he was
head of the Office of Racial Justice
for the National Council of
Churches.

The Rev. Gary Reierson, executive
director of the Minneapolis Council
of Churches, decided about a year

ago 1o do something about religious
segregation. He imitiated a project
that pairs black and white churches;
it has gained national attention
mainly because it is a departure
from similar experiments that failed
in the 1960s.

So far. the Minneapolis program
has meant that black ministers and
white ministers have exchanged

ts Lutheran Church in Minnetonka and the church’s choir were the ppests last Sunday morning of the Rev. Richard Coleman and his Si. Peter’s
The hope is that Christians-cén share experiences, learn about each other’s theology and, in the end, reduce racism.

1990

pulpits, choirs have exchanged per-
formances. and people have wel-
comed each other warmly.

But its intenl is 1o do much more.
Black churches and while churches
are pairing up as partners, working
on community projects that focus
on sharced interests. Unlike the "60s

Churches continued on page 5B

~Reprinted with permission from the Star Tribune.




Berng around for 100 years means we've witnessed a [ot of hlstory Throughout our existence, there have been many
happenings much bigger than we, and rt is our reaction to those events that sheds some light on the kind of stock we
-come from.

Apparentlv, not of the mlnd to wait for the U.S. Congress, in 1915 the Hennepin County Sunday School Assodciation

- pushed for a state ban on liquor. In 1920, the U.S. Congress would pass the 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,
otherwise: known as Prohibition:

~ The Hennepin County Sunday School Association used its 10th annual convention in-1915 to pass the following
" resolution: “Resolved: That we are heartily in favor of State Constitutional Prohibition and will do all in our power to
- secure the submission to the voters of Minnesota an Amendment prohibiting the manufacture and sale of liquor in the
state . ..” Prohibition was repealed with the 21st Amendment to the Constltutron in 1933

Ww Great DWWM

o The notorious Stock Market Crash of 1929 and the Great Depression that followed left many famllres destitute no matter o
- how much money they once had. Across the country, transient camps popped up and were- filled with famrlres wandenng" :

o -'from place to place looking for work and a better way of life. The Minneapolis Church Federation decrded to combrne '
g our expertrse in farth with a tanglble helprng hand A 1935 M/nneapolls Journal artrcle mentroned the effort g

; One of the newest addrtrons to the federatron work rs the sponsorshrp of relrgrous servrces in transrent camps N ,
established by the government along the Minnesota valley, with Rev. Robert Gale as chaplarn Mr. Gale, in additionto N
plannrng religious services conducts personal conferences with the transrent men,: who range from Harvard graduates to S
-hrgh school lads. He helps them solve personal problems and rs arded by several Ieadlng pastors who volunteer therr '

World War Il was a hornfrc tlme in humanity’s hrstory, but we. drdn t wart for oodshedto take a stand. Six yea”rs_peforei\}f S
2 \X/orld \X/ar Il even began we,called for actron agarnst Adolf Hitler. ” ER S




iy my voice to beseech a cvilized world to make: artrculate the
jconscrence of humanity on behalf of. those who have mmifted
" no other crime than to be members of a race which has grven to
the world the priceless boon of the most enlightened culture in -+
- antiquity and was divinely chosen to cradle the forces whrch made -
Christianity possible,” the Minneapolis Tribune quoted Archbrshop
John Gregory Murray.

Poat Workd Wan 11

. World War Il ended in Europe in May 1945, and in 1947 the Minneapolis
“Church Federation pushed to speed up help to war victims known as
drsplaced persons.”

nk “There are about 850,000 displaced persons now in camps in the occupied
- zone of Germany. They are refugees who have fled their country of residence -
- to escape the persecutions of race, religion, and political convictions. They are
- victims of totalitarianism,” the federation wrote. “Approximately 15 percent are
‘Jews 85 percent are Gentiles. For the most part they come from the Baltic States
. ... latvia, Poland, Lithuania etc. Of the first 674 to be repatriated in this country,
v one—thrrd were Orthodox Christians, one-third Protestants, and the rest Greek and
"._'Roman Catholic. The Stratton bill, now under consideration, provides among other
: * things for the placement of 100,000 displaced persons per year for four years. This

- will remove the present slow, and almost impossible situation which is bound up in -

+ immigration red tape Itis an emergency measure, desrgned to meet the problem
NOw!” r : ‘
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§ "drsplaced persons after the war.
**"local churches were rallied to =
" conduct an inventory of all avallable
. housing and jobs and provide that
" list to sodial service agencies who
‘were working directly to relocate.
{rmmlgrants from war-torn Europe

Churches wrtl be asked to assist i in
orrentatlon of displaced personsin -
 the denominational preference of the
individual. While oversolicitousness

- Is.to be avoided, a warm welcome
- of Christian fellowship will make the -

-repatnatron a sure’ thrngl" wrote the, L o . ) .
i 'federatron in 1047 . Slotwiti DISPLACED PERSONS. 45 familis or units of d}spla_c&d persons
e ' “““» have been brought to America «nd established in this commun-
ity — largely through the help of the Church Federation and
- individual Minneapolis Churchss.




“The Cold War between the Soviet Union and the United States
" was an edgy time of mutual distrust and misunderstandings.
Neither government liked the other’s ideology, and the fear of
a World War 11l was real. In 1949, the Cold War heated up
when the USSR tested its first A- -bomb.

Here at home, our founders advocated for peace and looked
at some innovative ideas to get us there - including a world
government that would eliminate national rivalries.

There wasn't a facet of the Civil Rights Movement with which
the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches (GMCC) didn’t
involve itself. From sending representatives to march with Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., to lobbying then President Lyndon

Johnson regarding voting rights in Alabama, our founders
made sure their voices were heard. -

Locally, GMCC lobbied state and crty offrcrals for racial Justrce

They circulated petitions agarnst drscnmrnatron in housrng and '

- - jobs and helped fight to create a crty Commrssron on Human
- Rights.

* There was no shortage of oprnrons when rt came to the Vretnam

Al Welcome
MINNEAPOLIS

TOWN MEETING

@{«Vl« ﬂmode' TO HELP BUILD A SOUND PUBLIC OPINION

Subject: |5 Federal World Government o | :

Possible Now?
Speakers:

Presentation of the Plan
MR. AND MRS. RONALD McLAUGHLIN:
State Chairman of United World Federalists
Special Problems Raised:
L Stalus of the Subject Peoples

ROBERT B. STAUFFER
Teaching Assistant, Depurtment of Political Science,
Univ. of Minn. Specialist in Problems of the For East

1I. Rivalry between United States and the Soviet Union

STANLEY V. KINYON
Professor, Law School, University of Minnesotn
Date~Monday, April 11, 1949 8:00 P.M.

Where—Benton Hall-Y.W.C.A.
Admission — Membership Card or Adulis 25¢ Students 10c

SPONSORING GROUPS: Russclt D. Brackett, Chalman

American Ed. Fellowship Midland Cooperative Whatesale  Saturday Lunch Club

Central Labor Union Minneagolis Church Federation  Twin Gity Chapter American As

Central Council of PT.A Minneapolis Soctal Scicnee soclation Sacial Workers

Chamber of Commerce Stedy Club Twin History Cub

College Women's Ciub Minnesota Jewish Cauneil Twin Gties Consumer Caopera-

Councll of Jewish Wamen Not. Actn, for Advancement of | ve Counll

o ; Colored People Urban League

Eirst Unitarien Society Raiload g,,u, rhood Legisin- Womea's Intl. League for Peace

™

Hadanah tive Board and Freed:
Hennepin Co. C.1.0. Council YMCA.
Junior Chamber of Cammeree 1B YWLCA

1949

\X/ar but unlrke the Clvrl nghts Movement the war and

7  GMCC's response to it are only briefly mentroned |n hrstorrcal documents One such mentron |s the followrng passage from

" the 1968 annual report

“Another challenge was Chrrstrans drssatrsfactron wrth the Unrted States} ::'contrnued partrcrpatron in the Vret Nam \X/ar

Although the Council was already strarned wrth responsrbrlrty for its norma
' applred the Gospel to thrs controversral area whenever pos"‘brle

l m’nrstrres the staff and the varrous drvrsrons




;‘ Although created clearly as a Protestant group, the Greater Mlnneapolrs Councrl of Churches and its forefathers were
+ always open 'to other religions. In 1965, with Vatican Il under way, GMCC decided to openly branch out to other
‘ }Chrlstlans and mal(e a spedial effort to recruit Roman Catholics. Minutes from a 1965 board meeting outline the first step:

Suggested by President Bingea that we give some thought to a different type of Spring Delegates meeting. He suggested
-~ -an Ecumenical Evening — possibly a dinner meeting bringing Catholics and Protestants together. Suggestion was made

'tha each delegate might bnng a Roman Catholic friend.”

1976 Bicentermial

“In ’1976 the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches joined in the
- nation’s Bicentennial celebration by sponsoring a religious freedom
~ exhibit and banner competltlon in the Hennepin County Government

,Center

§ ',i lt.mcluded banners and chlldren s art made by people of all
denomlnatlons The exhlbltlon drew protests from the Minnesota
- Crvrl leertres Ul’llOI’l (MCLU)

; \X/hlle the exhrblt supposedly has a rellgrous freedom theme, much of
the exhibit is nothmg more than the use by. relrglous organrzatlons of.

i Churches are as much ‘a part of our herltage as any other lnstltutlon

Blcentennlal Commrssron

‘ 'ln 19% the federal government overhauled the natron S welfare system
 and mandated that families on welfare find work or lose their monthly
. benefits. In Hennepln County alone o 000 families were hit with the ..

e news. In response the Greater Mrnneapolls Coundl of Churches stepped

~into create work-skllls classes, quallty child care. centers for worl(mg

- families, and emotional support groups. for-families moving from welf'
to work \X/e complemented a government mandate for work wrth

' > and compassion: - :

overnment. facllltles for the purpose of propagating religious dogma,” -
l2andall Tlgue MCLU legal counsel told a press conference at the tlme.‘ B

Ted Farnngton publlc affalrs dlrector for Hennepm County responded o

and the freedom of rellglon dlsplay is thereby a proper prolect for the»ﬁ; g

. prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

Later in 1%9 GMCC board Presrdent John Burger pushed harder to have Roman Catholics join. In 1970, the board’s
first'three Catholic members were elected and parish memberships soon followed.

CONGELSS
eh WARE WO o

Winner—Among 60 entries, this ban-
ner created by the banner group of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Minne-
apolis, was awarded first place in the
Greater. Minneapolis Council of
Churches’ Bicentennial Religious Free-
dom Banner Exhibition at the Hennepin
County Government Center. On a re-
cent visit to the center, Kristine Roe, a
member of Bethlehem, stopped to view
the prize-winner.

It was designed by Darold Johnson,
an exhibit designer who is a member of
Bethlehem. The words, from the First
Amendment to the Constitution, declare
that “Congress shall make no law re-
specting establishment of religion or

1976




Thelr fashlonable hats, crisp gloves and dehcate pearls were 3 brt decervrng These women weren t content to partake in
polite conversation between sips of tea. They preferred to work in the trenches And, it was these volunteers ‘who might

This group of women, known by a variety of names
(the Woman's Department, the Council of Church
Women, and Church Women United), insisted on

- common-sense, hands-on help for those in need. If

" the elderly were hungry, they fed them. If the sick were
lonely, they visited them. Several of GMCC's programs

today can trace their roots — in part - to these women.

~ They began after-school programs to tutor under-
privileged children. They created a network of women
who made the rounds at hospitals visiting the sick.
They brought friendship to the mentally ill and
‘mentally retarded at Glen Lake Sanatorium and Anoka
State Hospital with programs such as the Circle F Club
and Gadabouts. And they served meals to elderly,
|sotated in their homes.

_ They began the Thursday Sewmg Servrce Gurld to
make clothing and quilts for Amencan Indian children.
.~ and helped them pay for summer camp The Broken

& {j‘Arrow Guild paired-church women wrth Indtan women

in a sewing circle to provide fellowshrp ‘The Famlly

ing 30 Indian families to bring cheer at btrthdays and

:i'Throughout our 100-year history, the church w0men L
. played a key role in shifting GMCC's focus from. "

Sunday school to social justice and became players tn

i pubhc pohcy debates as weII

o 2 very well have had the most profound influence on the sodial Justrce orgamzatnon GMCC lS today

WOMAN’S
DEPARTMENT

Relationship Project involved 30 church groups adopt—i

< holidays and to help with emptoyment and housmg G

This group of Minneapulis Church women are membess of the Volunteer Visitors®
Commictes of the Minncapolis Church Federation. This pictuce was taken recontly when
an all day meeting was held a¢ the Glen Lake Farm School foe Boys.

7 Minneapolis Church Federation

o In 1947 then Mrnneapohs Mayor Hubert Humphrey tapped the women to conduct polls about mtnonty housrng,

restaurants, and hotels to. determlne the Ievel of dlscrlmrnahon agalnst blacks.ffThe study was a forerunner to. leglslatron »
~ for open housing and equal freatment in. restaurants. In 1973, as the women movement took hold natlonally, Church

o Women United questtoned the sexist Ianguage in the Protestant church fought

choosrng full ordrnatlon and supported Roman Cathohc srsters seekmg greater




“Dinner at Your Door” promoted by Church Wom
united.
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Gadabouts begor in 1963 and offered field
tuipa, partier, and Puiendabip to. retoarded
1971




It reads:

‘lt is dn‘ﬂcutt to-pinpoint the exact moment in our history when the shrft to socral justice took place if rndeed there was a
sl definitive moment It is clear, however, one social justice effort has wrthstood the test of trme and it was our frrst

Among our earliest efforts to help the overlooked
= In the Twin Cities was the day we stepped into
- fuvenile hall and asked: “What can we do?”

-1n 1925, our predecessor, the Minneapolis Coundil
of Churches, began a program known today as

" Correctional Chaplaincy. The effort brings chaplains
into jail cells to help lost souls take responsibility
and take charge of their lives. Among the earliest
mentions of this program is a July 31, 1925
newspaper article written by A.F. Benson, then
president of the Minneapolis Council of Churches.

“Sometimes | wonder what chance some
children have in this world, when they are
born into an environment that is anything but [l Correctional Chaplaincy dates back to 1925.
conducive to the development of desirable 1 1062
moral character. They don't have half a

- chance. They are born with possrbllmes for

good or for evil. Environment is a big factor i
in determining which tendencres and which- possrbrhtres are to be the domrnant character—formlng elements A man
is greater than his environment; he @an determrne hIS environment. Not so with a child. Minneapolis owes rt to the

, underpnvrleged boy or girl, in fact o’ all boys and grrls to see that, |n our dity, it is easier to be good than |t Is o

be bad. Are we doing thrs2 | am afrard not as we ought S

“The Juvenrle Court is domg a splendrd plece of work in salvagrng mrsdrrected boyhood and grrthood No :
work, however can be permanent that does no rest farrly and squarely upon a-religious foundatron The Councrl of
Churches recognrzes this fact and faces rt The solutron is found rn the changlng of the purpose of the lrfe




* By:the 1950s, chaplaincy
‘Alndlans m the cty.

":ln 1958 E Hennepln County ruvenrle court Judge began pushlng for our frrst full trme court chaplaln In a M/nne ol
‘ Trlbune editorial, Juvenile Judge Thomas Tallakson sald ‘ Thrs jsn't srley a matter of demandlng, Do you belie

~ God? If not, why dontyou2' The , v :

- brusque approach won't do at all. -
- What we need are chaolatns who
‘f'are trained in the work, who have
an understanding of the Droblems
involved, and who are ableto

- devote the time necessary to get a
- youngster straightened out.” |

. That year, the Greater Minneapolis -
Coundil of Churches campaigned
- to raise $122, 500 ~ in part to
hire a full-time chaplain at the
- Hennepin County Juvenile
" Detention Center. The pltch stated:

2,700 youngsters under 18

" passed through the Hennepin
..'County Juvenile Detention Center
" in:1957. Many of the young

- people arriving at the Center are
~.in.situations where the right kind -~
--of spiritual gurdance could mean ¢ -

" a turning point intheir lives. . pom the liver of youth in Henwngpin Cownty’s Juvendde

‘f’:’,Heretofore there has been no ';;’ B Detention Center. Y
“organized program of sprntual | 958

" “counseling for the Protestant -
- youngsters in this group. A : e T L
- Juvenile Court Chaplam supplred by th Councrl wrll help these youngsters toward a more productrve llfe

Qeallzrng the real work begins when an rnmate rs released m 1%5 the Greater aneapolls Councll of Churc es’ lobbled j;‘?

. the legislature to consider life after pnson They favored adequate leglslatron to train. and rehabrlltate persons nowun .
ready to leave, and those released and paroled from the prisons wrthm our State.” ~They recommended ‘a posrtrve

program of training be establlshed halfway houses or other means 1o assure a mlnrmum of recidivism.” -Forty’ years
,later GMCC would create such program' onfi G i S




~To this ‘day‘, many find it an odd m,arriage — American
. Indians and the Greater Minneapolis Council of
- Churches. But over time, it has proven its critics wrong.

- The early relatronshrp began out of a desire by white

- churches to help Indians escape poverty And, as in

~ any new relationship, there were rough spots. Truth be
told, the early days were marked by undertones of
superiority on the part of some whites and distrust on
the part of some American Indians. But to its credit, the
relationship persevered. The churches learned to ask
the right question: ‘How can we help Natives serve their
own people the way only they can?

The Division of Indian Work (DIW) has its 53-year-old
roots in the post World War 1l ‘relocation’ efforts of
Japanese-Amencans

 Atter Japanese-Americans were reseftled from intern-
: ', ment camps to urban areas in the late 1940s, the
- United States Bureau of Indian Affairs decided to
. encourage American Indians to leave reservatrons and
resettle in urban areas as well.

In Mrnnesota about half of the Amencan Indian people
left their reservations for Minnesota cities, especially
+ Minneapolis. To those who left, the federal government _
' gave some finandial assistance, but no help in locating
o housrng or employment Thats where local churches
Ey ;stepped rn : ; :

In 2000, the Division of Indian Work
opened a reduced-nent apartment complex
Mwﬁmmmm
shoot. 2000

e 'In the fall of 1952 Mrnneapohs churches organrzed to
help their new nerghbors find housrng, furniture, jobs,
‘ chools, emergency frnancral assrstance and emotronal ‘




" support The effort became known as the |
- Indian Work. While it started in Mrnneapolrs the work expanded to
Saint Paul and outstate Mrnnesota

Japanese-American, who himself had been ‘relocated’ against his will
to the Tule Lake War Relocation Center in 1942. Kitagawa, a GMCC
staff member, saw a distinct parallel between. the resettlement of -
Japanese-Americans after World War I and the off-reservation
resettlement of American Indians. He set the tone for the marriage.

non-indian alike, to accept, before they do anything else, one another
as brothers — absolutely equal in the sight of God and treat one
another as such. There should exist a true sense of partnership
between them,” Kitagawa wrote in 1935.

: In 1974 the effort to help Amencan lndrans

" moving to Minneapolis became part of the

- Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches and was
]j;re'n'amed the Division of Indian Work. Since then
. DIW has become a leader in creating innovative
'~;culturally-based programs to empower urban

B Amerlcan Indian people.

‘Today, the Division of lndlan \X/ork still offers Tutoring worka. Each year, about 90 percent of

emergency assistance such as a food shelf and the students envolled in the Diviaion of Gndian
finandial help with heatrng bills and funeral . , _ :
:;"expenses but it has expanded its efforts. It also Wonk's W"'@M’f tutoring  prograny vmprove
- offers families prenatal and parenting classes, - thein achool gradeo. 1992

';ffafter-school tutoring, family violence counseling,
" affordable housrng for young mothers and their
,;__klds and loving foster homes for Indian chrldren ‘ i :
lts award-wrnnrng programs succeed because they llnk Amerrcan Indlan famrhes to thelr proud cultural past

‘ ed ,hu h Committee on -

One of the ministers active in this effort was Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa’,;a '

“It is no less than the sacred duty of Christian leaders, both Indian and




~ $19,945. Our modesty would prevail over the next
,‘;‘40 years, but in the 10805 everythrng changed

: The decade began with erght staﬁ peopte but

by 1964 with the addition of three major new

- programs,-that number Jumped to 30 and the
" budget topped $1.35 million.

The 1980s clearly defined us as a social justice
organization ready to do whatever possible to help

~ Minnesota families living in poverty. The launch

- of Minnesota FoodShare, Metro Paint-A-Thon,

- and HandyWorks made sure of that. Today, they

- are among GMCC's largest and most popular
programs.

Minnesota FoodShare began in 1982 as Metro
FoodShare, a campaign to restock food shelves in
the seven-county Twin Cities metropolitan area.
Awareness of hometown hunger was growrng and
-, neighbors felt compelled to act. After one year '
" FoodShare’s popularlty was so evident that it

' ~FoodShare has raised 400 mllhon pounds of food ;
,_;to restock 265 food shelves across the state

- although in its early days it was known as- the g ¥
~Chore Services Coordination Pro;ect It was tnggered
. by church concerns that too many elderly were *

became a statewide effort. Srnce 1982 Mrnnesota S

”1982 also marked the begmnmgs of Handy\)(/o”<S L

For our flrst 75 years, the Greater aneapolrs Councxl of Churches (GMCC) was a plnt—srzed organtzatron Atthough we
f[began in 1905, we didn't hire our first staff person until 1914 In 1938 we boasted two employees and a budget of

1982. Back thew, it was hrnown as Metro

Reprinted with permission; from the Star Tribune. .

strugglmg to keep thelr homes and their rndependence To thrs day, Handy\X/orksheIps hundreds of senrors each year by




matchmg them wnth those who ca>n help'\mth housekeep- :
ing, mlnor ‘home repairs, ‘and outdoor chores Volunteers

and pald workers complete chores suich as lawn mowing,

snow shoveling, appliance repair, and housecleaning.

Metro Paint-A-Thon emerged in 1984 after GMCC staff | W% W the war in Contral m o

“ member Steven Newcom read about a project in Denver , ‘
that used volunteer teams to paint the homes of low- wefugees from the wan on the W‘&m oo v oy
income seniors. He thought it would be a creative way to own land.”

~ help needy Twin Cities seniors and at the same time

involve teams in a rewarding volunteer experience. Wrote GMCC Executive Director, Thomas H. Quigley in 1982.

_ Under Quuigley’s leadership, GMCC became a
The 1984 GMCC annual report recounts Paint-A-Thon'’s force in the social justice movement.
beginning: “The Metro Paint-A-Thon was initiated and '
implemented by the Chore Services Coordination Project. Homes throughout the entire metro area were painted using
‘donated paint and volunteer labor. On one day, August 18, eighty-two homes were painted by approximately 1200
: volunteers. Following a hard day of painting, a grand picnic was held
at Minnehaha Falls for the volunteers and seniors.”

To date, Paint-A-Thon has painted 5,417 homes and averages about
150 homes each August. Teams from corporations, congregations,
and civic groups make up the 2,500 volunteers who participate
annually.




The past 15 years have solidified GMCC's reputation as a leader in creating cost-effective, volunteer-based solutions to
battle Minnesota poverty. Under the leadership of President Gary Reierson we apply business savvy, common sense, and

- compassion to heip struggling Minnesota families become and remain self-reliant.

Our expertise was recognized in 2003 when GMCC became one of only a handful of agencies in the nation — and the
only one in Minnesota — to receive a federal Compassion Capital Grant to frain grassroots groups to help local families
living in poverty. Our efforts reach beyond providing a meal or a shelter bed. We want lasting change — programs that
empower our neighbors to help themselves and teach the rest of us to understand poverty better.

Today, we complement strong
programs from the 1980s such as
Minnesota FoodShare, Metro
Paint-A-Thon, and HandyWorks with

~ . new ones such as Discover Support

Groups, Urban Immersion Service

Retreats, CATCH, and Project Persevere.

Discover Support Groups began in
1997 and offers weekly talking circles
for low-income parents working to
_better the lives of their children by
- bettering themselves. Durin'g the year-
~ round program, the moms and dads
" set job and home-life goals and lean

o on one another as they work toward

those goals. For some, the goal may

~ a good job. For others, it may be to

3 ,flnd a safe place to live. The program- -
/.. serves about 240 Darents a year.

'be to learn positive ways to discipline
- their kids. For some, it may be to ﬁnd ‘

Diacorer Wo&t Growpa 2001

- Urban lmmer510n SerVIce Qetreats also began in 1997 and operates weekend and week-long retreats to combine. the
: study of why people are poor with hands-on help to those in need Each year, we tram more than 1,600 volunteers from

’Urbaﬁ Emmergmn %a% c




:ver the Mldwest to serve meals at shelters renovate affordable

- in homeless and battered women’s shelters. Ultimately, we chal-
lenge retreat-goers to go beyond a one-time volunteer experience.
We ask participants to reflect on what they have learned and to
set tangible goals to impact poverty in their home communities.

CATCH (Congregations Advocating Their Communities’ Health)

began in 2004 and uses our network of churches to '
encourage preventative health care for low-income children

from birth to age 20. CATCH offers congregations a grant

to help hire a parish health advocate. That person compiles
a caseload of 10 to 15 low-income families from the
congregation and surrounding neighborhood and helps

those families schedule well-child doctor visits.

CATCH grants also fund nelghborhood chrld/teen health

nrcs and specrat events to help low-income. families enroll in

_“government health insurance, such as MrnnesotaCare and
Medlcat Assrstance : :

Prorect Persevere began rn 2004 and partners wrth Hennepln
unty to reinstate parents cut off from monthly public
srstance cash beneﬂts because they haven t found work as
aw requrres “In an effort to help these famlhes especrally
the children, we locate the parents and reconnect them with -
Job_counselors We also report on specral mental health and
hardshrp |ssues of whrch the county may be un '

et he1 " pubh '=a,ss1sta,nce remsta d

- housrng, do c‘tores for low- rncome senrors and ‘reach out to children




g i researchlng the past 100 years has taught us anything, it's that our founders chose what was rrght over what was easy

= every srngle step of the way. They never took the easy road. So, in their honor we won't erther There | is much work to
, ,be done '

7’5775,To celebrate our centennral the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches is launching a $5.8 million campaign called
- A Second Century of Service. It is designed to help the Twin Cities community take a proactive approach to four emergrng

social justice issues: helping new immigrant families Dlant roots, creating supportive housing for young American

; Indian families and foster. youth, expanding household help to vulnerable elderly so they can keep their homes and
iif« rndebendence and reducrng recidivism by helping ex-offenders reconnect with the communrty in healthy ways.

Helpmg Immtgrants

®

A new Center for Families will open in Minneapolis to help |mmrgrants - especrally those from \X/est
: Afrrca - plant strong roots in therr new community.

~ The 19,000-square-foot facility located on the campus of Fellowship MlSSlonary Baptist Church in
North Mrnneapohs will house immigrant services such as language classes, job training, health

. screenings and referrals, mental health services, adult basic education, and many others The center is

i ,,expected to open in Iate 2005

IDunng the past 10 years, Mrnneapohs and St. Paul have seen a srgnlfrcant Jump in the number of
-~ African rmmrgrant families. The Twin Crtres has the fourth largest African rmmrgrant pobutatron in, the
- country and the hrghest growth rate in Afrrcan 1mmrgrants (628 percent srnce 1990)

d_Unhke more well estabhshed rmmlgrant groups from East Afrrcan countrres such as Somaha Ethropra
. ,r‘and Kenya those from \X/est Afncan countnes such as leerra Nrgena Ghana and Cameroon have
_tew servrces avarlable to them : o : ,

Supportlve Housmg for Amemca,n Indlans

‘, 'GMCCs Drvrsron of Indian Work has entered rnto an agreement wrth Plymouth Church Nerghborhood :
i jj;Foundatron to create more housmg for. homeless American Indian mothers and their children. The
- foundation. plans to buy and renovate a 10-unit apartment burtdtngrn South Minneapolis. It will serve

:fas the developer and owner o the burldrng and the Drvrsron of Indlan \X/ork will provide parentlng
o classes and other supportrve ervrces tothe mothers and their chrldren at rts headquarters on Lake




a Srnce 1999 D!\X/«has offeredAnpa-‘\X/aste House. a 4 unrt-apartment home for lndran famrlres who .
' cannot find atfordab!e housrng Mothers and therr krds lrve at Anpa-\X/aste for up to two years whlte the

- 'mom goes to school or finds work. Rents are reduced, and the mothers who' live there participate in

DIW's weekly parenting and nutrition classes as well as regular home visits with DIW- staff. Since its ,
opening, the list of mothers waiting for their chance to stay in the home has grown quite long, L

promptrng the partnershrp with the Plymouth foundatron to create more housrng

Amerrcan Indian adolescents in foster care make up another group at serious risk for. homelessness The :
Division of Indian Work; in partnershrp with Hennepin County, is working to provide a house for long-
term American Indian foster children. Most have been shuffled from one foster home to the next know
little of their culture, and are trying to figure out who they are before they turn 18, age out of the system
and find themselves.on their own in the world.

'The Healing Spirit House wrll serve teen boys, ranging in age from 13 to 17, and offer a stable home and :

lifestyle that includes school, American Indian spiritual and cultural activities, independent living skills,
career development, and physical and mental health care. In addition to live-in foster parents, these
young men will benefit from a DIW staff member assigned exdlusively as their caseworker and advocate.

In Minnesota, more than 1,000 children are under state guardianship and living in foster care, according
to the state Department of Human Services. Of that number, more than 300 are considered to be in
“long-term” foster care, which means it is unlikely they will be adopted. Statistically, American Indian
youth make up the second largest group living in long-term foster care: 32 percent.

 Community Justice Project

The Community Justice Project is a new effort to reduce Minnesota’s crowded prison population by
making a dent in the number of repeat offenders. The project offers grants and technical training to Twin
(ities.congregations able to mentor newly released inmates and help them reconnect to the community.

Qualifying congregatidns will receive grants and training to develop housing, employment programs,
and support groups for ex-offenders. Area churches will work together to provide different but mutually
reinforcing services to ex—offenders ranging.in age from 15 to 30.

According to the Minnesota Department of Corrections, 60 percent of inmates released from Minnesota
prisons re-offend within three years. Minnesota’s existing 10 prisons are expected to reach capacity in
2010. We need creative approaches to reduce recidivism to ensure society’s safety, to save tax dollars,

‘ and most importantty,tosave squandered lives.

Expa,ndmg Chore Servmes for Seniors

For more than 20 years, GMCC S Handy\X/orks program has helped many Twin Cities elderly avoid a
nursing home and remain independent in their own home The program matches senlors with those who
can help with housekeeping, minor home repairs, and outdoor chores such as snow shovehng and lawn
mowing. The need, however is growing as the populatron ages, By 2010 the number of seniors in the
Twin Cities is expected to climb 13 percent and the number of frail elderly 85 and older is expected to
jump 41 percent. A component of the Second Century of Service campaign would expand chore services
to more elderly, especrally in underserved areas such as- Qamsey County ‘
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What a 'diﬁerén'ée a century mékes The budget for the Greater Minneapolis Coundil of Churches has grown as its mission
- and programs have grown. Gone are the days of a few thousand dollars and nearly sole financial support from congrega-
- fions. Today, GMCC also is funded by individuals, government contracts, Indian tribes, corporations, foundations, and the
United \X/ay.

Revenue ] Religi o Individuals
eligious Organizations $1.559,300
$7 4:4:7 252* $227,394 21.0%
United Way \ 3.1% /
$455,346

Indian Tribal Gifts

e $109,250
> 1.5%

* o
Revenue inclides $1,344,045"
" in-temporarily restricted net
assets for future years. -

60% "\,

Fees, Sales, &
Miscellaneous

$490,261
6.5%
=~ Foundations, Corporations
and in-iind gift_s
3 |~,849,708‘
24.9%
Government
-$2,755,973
37.0%
Fundralsmg & Admlnlstratlon : HandyWorks ~ ‘ S Expenses
3629451 550,505 s . .
S10:1% e : 6 229 464
, 8.8% . R&,
. Urban-Immersion, 700 \ / Paint-A-Thon :
Service Retreats. .%o i / $120,388
$320,110 \ 1.9%
5. 2/

:Compassmn Capltal Fund *
$740 747
119% |

- Division of Indian Work
. $1.582578
254%

anesota FoodShare
$1; l78 606

\ Dlscover Support Groups

. Dlscover‘ Learning Centers,
anid: Miscellaneous Programs o
$728 281 - o

CIT%




GREATER MINNEAPOLIS COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
For the Year Ended December 31, 2004 with Comparative Totals for 2003
Statements of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

Temporarily
Unrestricted Restricted

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Support

Direct Federal Grants 590,636 1,506,367 971,922
Hennepin County 698,536 698,536 558,979
State of Minnesota 269,605 269,605 416,335
City of Minneapolis 281,465 281,465 233372
United Way 406,221 49,125 455,346 403,442
Religious Organizations 180,229 47,165 227,394 164,518
Corporate and Foundation Contributions 563,927 1,268,848 1,832,775 2,913,484
Individual Contributions 888,435 670,865 1,559,300 607,029
Indian Tribal Contributions 109,250 109,250 82,000
In-Kind Contributions 16.933 16.933 19,748

Total Support 4.005.237 2,951,734 6.956.971 6,370,829

Revenue
Fees and Sales : 410,884 410,884 443,734
Interest Income 21,128 21,128 18,073
Unrealized Gains (Losses) on Assets (887) (887)
Affiliated Orpanizations 59,136 59.136 56,384
Total Revenue 490.261 490.261 518,191

Net Assets Released from Restrictions
Satisfaction of Purpose Restriction. 1.607.689 (1,607,689}
Total Support and Revenue 6,103,187 1,344,045 7.447.232 6.889.020

EXPENSES
Program Services
HandyWorks 550,505 550,505 561,733
Metro Paint-A-Thon 120,388 120,388 135,074
Division of Indian Work 1,582,578 1,582,578 1,613,357
Discover Learning Centers 18,568 18,568 26,414
Discover Support Groups 102,950 102,950 125,297
Criminal Justice Services 378,798 378,798 380,419
Minpesota FoodShare 1,178,606 1,178,606 1,102,458
Tri-Council Coordinating Commission 226,656 226,656 191,291
Compassion Capital Fund/Church and
Community Initiatives 740,747 740,747 196,225
Urban Immersion Service Retreats 320,110 320,110 280,715
2nd Century of Service Projects 16,604 16,604
Miscellaneous Programs 156.121 156,121 110,064
Total Program Services 5.392.631 5.392.631 4.723.047

Supporting Services
General Administration 557,873 557,873 487,958
Fund Raising 71,578 71,578 76,135
Total Ongoing Supporting Services 629,451 629,451 564,093
2nd Century of Service Capital Campaign 207,382 207.382 179.959
Total Supporting Services 836,833 836.833 744.052
Total Expenses 6.229.464 6.229.464 5,467,099

INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS (126,277) 1,344,045 1,217,768 1,421,921

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR 4,349,123 2,589,338 6,938,461 5.516,540

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $___ 4222846 3,933,383 8,156,229 6,938,461
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‘Ending hunger in minnesota

We restock 265 food shelves each year by directing the :
,largest annual food and cash drive in the state. The effort
feeds about 274,000 Minnesota families each year,

GMCC Initiative: Minnesota FoodShare.

We operate a food shelf for low-income urban American -

- Indian families, and feed 8,800 families each vear.

GMCC Initiative: Division of [ndian Work.

Helping seniors live independently

’ ~ We rally- volunteers to paint the homes of low-income

- seniors and people with disabilities, helping 150 seniors

' : each year remain independent in their homes and improv-

ing neighborhoods throughout the metro area.
GMCC Initiative: Metro Paint-A-Thon.

We annually match 950 Minneapolis seniors struggling to
stay in their homes with people who can help with house-
keeping, minor home repairs, and outdoor chores.

~ - GMCC Initiative: HandyWorks.

Helping kids achieve
-We run weekly after-school tutoring sessions for Q0 urban

. ‘American Indian children, emphasizing their culture to help
- them improve in school and build leadership. skills.

GMCC Initiative: Division of Indian Work.

i _Training a new kind of volunteer

" We operate retreats to educate people about urban
poverty and turn that knowledge into actron Each year, we

‘tram more than 1,500 volunteers to serve meals at shelters;
'frenovate affordable housing, do chores for low-income- -
seniors, and reach out to children in homeless and battered :
: f"";women s shelters. ‘

: [::.GMCC Initiative: Urban Immersion Servite Qetreatsl ,

5 Ensuring youth receive regular checkups

~ - We use our network of churches to -encourage preventrve'{ S

“health care for Iow—mcome chrldren from birth to .age 20

GMCC Initiative: CATCH = Congregatlons Advocatrng Thelrt,

Communrtres Health

Nurturmg healthy families

We operate weekly support groups for low-income parents
Nearly 250 parents take part to celebrate their children and
prevent child abuse and neglect. The parents learn-positive
child discipline techniques and set job and home-life goals.

GMCC Initiative: Discover Support Groups.

We offer parenting and nutrition classes to American Indian
mothers and fathers who want the best for their children.
We also operate apartments for Native moms in need of a

safe, affordable place to raise their children. In addition, we

counsel hundreds of American Indian families impacted by
violence in the home. Finally, we operate a loving fiome for
American Indian foster children and recruit and license
Native families to become foster parents.

GMCC Initiative: Division of Indian Work.

We partner with Hennepin County 1o reinstate parents cut
off from monthly public assistance cash benefits because
they haven't found work. We reconnect them with job
counselors and report on special mental health and hard—
ship issues.

GMCC Initiative: Project Persevere,

Reducing crime and recidivism

We offer inmates in Hennepin County correctional facilities . .-
~counselingand worship to help them. reconnect to the. . oo
community once released. Each year ourchaplalns conduct -

8, OOO counselrng visits.
GMCC lnrtratrve: Correctronal Chaplaincy.

To reduce repeat offenders we recrurt congregatrons to - ;!
develop housrng, employment programs, mentors and e
‘ support groups for newly released inmates. We partner with

the Mrnneapolrs Pollce Department and Hennepm County

. -courts to provrde communrty service: work to qualrfylng s
- offenders and _review dockets for chronrc offenders to

encourage tougher sentences.

o ;‘GMCC lnrtratrve Communrty Justrce Prorect

Bulldmg falth solutlons ERT e
We: award Twin Crtres farth and communrty groups tramrng' f ]
~"and. money to create programs. which target the unique

a,struggles of low -income famllres in therr nerghborhoods ‘




. ‘—Hennepin County Sunday School Assodation: 1905-1924

. ‘,Name changes to: :
Mlnneapolls Councrl on Religious Education: 1924- 1927___.

Separate group forms independently:

aneapohs Council of Churches: 1922 to 1927

Merger:
“aneapohs Councrl of Churches merges with
Mrnneapolrs Councrl on Rellgrous Educatlon |n 1927

“Merger creates

aneapohs Church Federatron 1927 to 1951

Name changes to:
Greater aneapohs Councrl of Churches 1951




“Now to the future. Ours is the kind of ideal whrch is not hkely |

§ ;[to be fully attamed — not in our 11fet1mes, at least. The fmale of
"f{‘fulflllment we leave to the time-table of God. But it means that we
fhave a worthy 1dea1 — always a bit beyond us — beekonmg us to -
‘,"‘press onward. “Ah, that a man’s reach should exceed hlS grasp —_
";f_‘ ‘or what’s a heaven for?” concluded the poet

| ';So e to be on the Way - {0 continue the pursult — such is the
_froad openmg ahead ”

Taken from the 1980 Annual Report letter wrltten by 5
then Board Pres1dent Rev, Maynard B. Iverson,;,“"
' Greater :aneapolls LCouncﬂ of Churches -
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